THE WAR SITUATION

A SPEECH TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
SEPTEMBER 9, 1941

September 5.    President Roosevelt ordered a " shoot at sight" search

for the U-boat which attacked the U.S. destroyer Greet.

September 7.    Berlin had its heaviest raid of the war on the anniversary

ofthejirstjire blitz on London.
September 8.    News released of a great British raid on Spitsbergen,

in which coal mines were wrecked and radio installations

destroyed.
September 9.    Mr. Churchill gave a heartening survey of the War to

the House of Commons.

[September 9, 1941.
LATE in July I learned that the President of the United States
would welcome a meeting with me in order to survey the
entire world position in relation to the several and common interests
of our respective countries. As I was sure that Parliament would
approve, I obtained His Majesty's permission to leave the country.
I crossed the Atlantic Ocean in one of our latest battleships to meet
the President at a convenient place. I was, as the House knows,
accompanied by the First Sea Lord, the Chief of the Imperial
General Staff, and the Vice-Chief of the Air Staff, together with the
Permanent Secretary to the Foreign Office and others. We were,
therefore, in a position to discuss with the President and with his
technical advisers every question relating to the war and to the
state of affairs after the war.
Important conclusions were reached on four main topics. First
of all, on the Eight-Point Declaration of the broad principles and
aims which guide and govern the actions of the British and United
States Governments and peoples amid the many dangers by which
they are beset in these times. Secondly, on measures to be taken
to help Russia to resist the hideous onslaught which Hitler has made
upon her. Thirdly, the policy to be pursued towards Japan in
order, if possible, to put a stop to further encroachment in the Far